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Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was discussed: The 
examiner proposed amendments to the claims to place the application in clear condition for allowance. In particular, 
the examiner proposed amendments to more clearly set forth in the claims the implementation of queues and shared 
memory in the COBOL programs. Mr. Genco drafted a copy of the amended claims consistent with the discussion. 
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allowance. Attached to this Interview Summary are pages 1 and 13 of the amendment faxed to the examiner for entry. 
Pages 2 through 12 are incorporated into the Examiner's Amendment itself. 
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Applicant thanks Primary Examiner Eric Kiss for the telephone call on September 
11, 2007. In the telephone call, Primary Examiner Eric Kiss discussed proposed claim 
amendments that would appear to place the application in a condition for allowance. The 
following amendments follow the suggestions provided by Primary Examiner Eric Kiss. 
The changes made are shown by underlining the added text and striking through the 
deleted text. 
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Listing of the Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A system to enable queues for COBOL programs, the 

system comprising: 

a memory with a memory space operable for a queue ; 

an operating system stored on a computer readable medium maintaining a 
key and an address of the memory space related to the key; 

a COBOL routine stored on a computer readable medium maintaining the key 
in an index, the COBOL routine communicating with the operating 
system to receive the address of the memory space based on the key; 

a COBOL program stored on a computer readable medium communicating 
with the COBOL routine to receive the memory address based on the 
key in the index maintained by the COBOL routine; 

a coordination module stored on a computer readable medium coordinating 
reading and writing information to the queue . 

2. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 1, wherein the COBOL program 

communicates with the COBOL routine through a call to the COBOL routine using 
an identifier and wherein the index maintains the identifier associated with the key. 

3. (Original) The system of Claim 2, wherein the index maintains a plurality of 

identifiers each associated with one of a plurality of keys maintained by the index. 

4. (Original) The system of Claim 3, wherein the plurality of identifiers are further 
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defined as an alphanumeric identifier, 

5. (Original) The system of Claim 3, wherein the plurality of identifiers are further 

defined as names. 

6. (Original) The system of Claim 1, wherein the COBOL program receives the 

memory address via a linkage section of the COBOL program. 

7. (Original) The system of Claim 1, wherein the COBOL program is operable to 

receive the memory address to enable the COBOL program to resolve the 
information in the memory space to the linkage section of the COBOL program. 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the queue m o mory space is 

operab le for a message queue. 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 8, furth e r comprising a - wherein the 

coordination module js_operable to receive a request from the COBOL program to 
read and write information to the message queue. 

10. (Original) The system of Claim 9, wherein the coordination module coordinates 

reading and writing information to the message queue in a last-in-first-out order. 

11. (Original) The system of Claim 9, wherein the coordination module coordinates 
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reading and writing information to the message queue in a first-in-first-out order. 

12, (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1, wherein the queue m e mory spac e is 

op e rabl e for a memory queue. 

13. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 12, further compr i s i ng a wherein the 

coordination module is operable to prevent a conflict. 

. 14. (Original) The system of Claim 13, wherein the coordination module is operable 
from a call to an operating system. 

15. (Original) The system of Claim 13, wherein the coordination module is operable to 
prevent writing when the memory space is full and further operable to prevent 
reading when the memory space is empty. 
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16. (Currently Amended) A method of enabling queues for COBOL programs, 

comprising: 

creating a queue using a memory space; 

maintaining a key and an address of the memory space related to the key with 
an operating system stored on a computer readable medium; 

maintaining the key in an index in association with an identifier; 

communicating with the operating system to receive the address of the memory 
space based on the key from the index; 

resolving the memory space to an operable portion of a COBOL program 
stored on a computer readable medium based on the address. of the 
memory space retrieved in accordance with the identifier associated with 
the key from the index ; and 

wherein at least one COBOL routine stored on a computer readable medium 
maintains the index and receives the address of the memory space from 
the operating system and coordinates reading and writing information to 
the queue , 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim I6[[17]] f wherein the COBOL routine is 

further defined as a COBOL technical layer having a plurality of routines, the 
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method further comprising: 

attaching to an existing queue; 

querying the queue to determine whether the queue exists and to determine 

the size of the queue; 
adding, by a push module of the COBOL technical layer, at least one row to 

the queue; 
blocking when the queue is full; 

removing, by a pop module of the COBOL technical layer, a top row from the 
queue; 

detaching from a queue; and 
removing a queue from a system. 

19. (Original) The method of Claim 18, wherein the COBOL technical layer is further 

defined as a COBOL library wherein the routines are callable from the COBOL 
program. 

20. (Original) The method of Claim 18, wherein the COBOL technical layer is integral to 

the COBOL program. 

21. (Original) The method of Claim 18, wherein the COBOL technical layer is further 

defined as enabled by a COBOL compiler. 

22. (Original) The method of Claim 21, wherein the compiler enabled functionality is 

6 
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23. (Currently Amended) A method of sharing memory between COBOL programs, 

comprising: 

communicating a call to an operating system stored on a computer readable 

medium for a block of memory; 
communicating a first request by a first COBOL program stored on a computer 

readable medium for an address of the block of memory; 
communicating a second request by a second COBOL program stored on a 

computer readable medium for an address of the block of memory; 
returning the address to a linkage section of the first COBOL program in 

response to the first request; 
returning the address to a linkage section of the second COBOL program in 

response to the second request^r-aed 
charing, by the first o nd second COBOL programs, th e block of memory . 
wherein the first and second COBOL programs use the address to map the 

linkage sections of each of the first and second COBOL programs to the 

block of memory to enable the first and second COBOL programs to 

share the block of memory. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 23, wherein the operating system 

allocates the block of memory in response to the call. 
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25. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 24, wherein the operating system 

allocates the block of memory based on parameters obtained from one of the first 
and second COBOL programs at compilation. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 24, wherein the operating system 

maintains the address of the block of memory and returns the address in response 
to the first and second requests, 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 23, wherein the first request includes 

an identifier of the block of memory and the second request includes the identifier 
of the block of memory. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 27, further comprising maintaining an 

index including the identifier and a key associated with the identifier, the operating 
system using the key to return the address of the block of memory. 

29. (Canceled) 
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30, (Currently Amended) A method of sharing memory between COBOL programs, 

the method comprising: 

maintaining, by a COBOL routine stored on a computer readable medium, an 

index of shared memory addresses; 
requesting, by a first_COBOL program stored on a computer readable 

medium, a shared memory block; aod 
receiving to a linkage section of the first COBOL program an address of the 

shared memory block from the COBOL routine; 
using the address of the shared memory block to map the linkage section of 

the first COBOL program to the shared memory block; 
requesting, by a second COBOL program stored on a computer readable 

medium, the shared memory block; 
receiving to a linkage section of the second COBOL program the address of 

the shared memory block from the COBOL routine: and 
using the address of the shared memory block to map the linkage section of 

the second COBOL program to the shared memory, thereby creating a 

shared block of memory useable by both the first and second COBOL 

programs . 

31. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 30, wherein the COBOL routine is a 

part of at least the first or second COBOL program. 

10 
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32. (Original) The method of Claim 30, wherein the COBOL routine further comprises a 

plurality of COBOL subroutines. 

33. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 30, wherein the COBOL routine is a 

library routine callable from the first or second COBOL program. 

34. (Original) The method of Claim 30, wherein the COBOL routine is a COBOL 

function enabled by a COBOL compiler. 

35. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 30, further comprising creating, by the 

COBOL routine, [[a]jthe shared memory block, 

36. (Original) The method of Claim 35, wherein creating the shared memory block 

further comprises calling the operating system to from the COBOL routine to 
request a block of memory. 

37. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 36, furth e r comprising w herein 

mapping the linkage section of the first and second COBOL program to the shared 
memory further comprises attaching the first and second COBOL program to the 
shared memory block. 

38. (Original) The method of Claim 30, wherein the method further comprises 

maintaining, by the COBOL routine, an index having an identifier associated with 
the address of the shared memory block. 
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39. (Original) The method of Claim 38, wherein the method further comprises searching 

the index based on the identifier to locate the address of the shared memory block 
associated with the identifier. 

40. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 39, wherein the searching is 

accomplished by the COBOL routine in response to receiving a request from the 
first or the second COBOL programs, the request including the identifier. 

41. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 40, wherein the searching is 

accomplished by the first or the second COBOL programs. 

42. (Original) The method of Claim 41, wherein the shared memory is defined as 

protected, and the method further comprises calling a semaphore routine to 
manage modifications to the shared memory. 

43. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 32, wherein the plurality of COBOL 

subroutines include: 

creating the shared memory; 
attaching to the shared memory; 
detaching from the shared memory; 
removing the shared memory; and 

querying the shared memory to determine whether the shared memory exists 
and a size of the shared memory. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant respectfully submits that the present application is in condition for 
allowance for the reasons stated above. If the Examiner has any questions or 
comments or otherwise feels it would be helpful in expediting the application, he is 
encouraged to telephone the undersigned at (972) 731-2288. 



Date: September 1 1 . 2007 



CONLEYROSE.P.C. 

5700 Granite Parkway, Suite 330 

Piano, Texas 75024 

(972) 731-2288 

(972) 731-2289 (facsimile) 



Respectfully submitted, 



Michael W. Piper 
Reg. No. 39,800 



ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT 
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